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Congressman Blake Moore 
holds townhall at USU
Rep.  Blake  Moore  speaks  to  students  at  a  townhall  on  March  26. PHOTO BY  Joseph Myers
Utah’s representative for the first congressional dis-trict, Rep. Blake Moore, spoke to business students at the Utah State Life Sciences Building on March 26. 
He also addressed pressing national questions, including some 
about former President Donald J. Trump.
Government relations director Neil Abercrombie said Moore 
was previously invited to USU to meet with university leaders 
about different facets of the school.
“Our leadership team was incredibly impressed with that visit,” 
Abercrombie said. “Very engaging for a first visit.”
Abercrombie added that Moore’s committee assignments, 
armed services and natural resources, are both critical to the first 
district, especially for Utah State.
The event was sparsely attended, with a live stream available 
for participants to watch remotely.
Moore referenced the fact that he attended USU as a freshman, 
before going on his mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day saints.
“I loved my time up here, and it was something I got to reflect 
on a lot during the campaign,” he said.
Moore said being a representative is not the glamorous role one 
would expect it to be.
“It’s tough, and with that I’m just more and more convinced that 
I can do some good here.”
Moore then opened up the discussion by saying his brand is 
rooted in three conservative principles: Aspiration, pro-growth 
and inclusivity.
For aspiration, Moore said to just “check out the Space Dynam-
ics Lab.”
“We think big in this district,” he said.
Moore added the Space Dynamics Lab is the next frontier on 
communication and space-related capabilities.
By Taylor Cripe
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER
Pro-growth is about being thoughtful and providing balance, he 
said, and inclusivity is about communicating the needs of the next 
generation of Utahns.
“Utah does so many things right,” Moore said. “In our own little 
border of Utah, we get rewarded for that with a strong economy.”
Most of the  townhall consisted of questions from the audience 
and pre-selected questions submitted beforehand.
One person said they were concerned about the state of the Re-
publican Party, especially as it regarded Trump’s influence and con-
spiracy theories surrounding the election. They mentioned that the 
Republican Party is currently more concerned with “owning the 
libs,” than providing compromise and bipartisan solutions.
Moore acknowledged this is a concern that many people have.
“Too much of what our party is trying to accomplish gets lost in 
the message, in the media and with respect to former President 
Trump.”
Moore said he was asked frequently during his campaign if he 
supported Trump.
“Let me be clear, President Trump did things for the Republican 
Party that are very, very positive,” he said. “There’s a bit of a work-
ing-class mentality that was brought back.”
However, Moore said he doesn’t support many of the election 
claims that took place and voted to certify the election.
He added that his Republican colleagues that objected to the re-
sults were “just trying to make a point.”
Going forward, Moore said a successful Republican candidate for 
president will be someone who can maintain an outlook on the 
positive things that came from Trump while also being able to em-
brace those frustrated with Trump.
Another attendee asked about the United States’ role in pressure 
over human rights violations, especially as it relates to Myanmar 
and China.
“We have $30 trillion in debt,” Moore said. “What kind of lever-
age can we put on people? China owns a chunk of our debt.”
Moore explained that our national debt is really a national securi-
ty risk. He said, if the US wants to continue to have any influence, 
then the American dollar has to continue to have reserve status.
Another question came from someone who wanted to know the 
congressman’s thoughts on renewable energy.
Moore said the key to renewable energy and green technology is 
going to come from America’s determination to make investments 
in those resources; however, he said the decisions surrounding in-
vestments cannot be mandated.
The Congressman’s town hall was put together with joint efforts 




After 15 years in Logan, the owner of Sweetly Divine announced the store will be closing its doors in 
May. 
Mark Grodkowski said he had plans to 
make changes to the look of the sandwich 
and pastry shop, which is located on Main 
Street in the same parking lot as Chick-fil-A 
and Wendy’s. He wanted to give the store 
a new sign to update the look. Then he ap-
proached his tenant, Woodbury Corpora-
tion, with the idea and received the news. 
“They said, ‘We actually decided we are not 
going to renew the lease with you.’ I asked 
why and they said, ‘Well, we just don’t want 
to,’” Grodkowski said. “After 15 years, they 
decided to give me the boot.”
Grodkowski finished pastry school in Po-
land before immigrating to the United 
States. He and his wife moved to Logan and 
opened Sweetly Divine in 2006. 
Grodkowski alleged an agent from Wood-
bury brought in an owner of a chain restau-
rant to look at the location a month ago, 
and said that same restaurant will replace 
Sweetly Divine.
While he assumed the rent for the location 
is going up because of the new WinCo being 
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Popular Logan bakery forced 
to close after 15 years
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
After 15 years in Logan, the owner of Sweetly Divine announced the store will be closing its doors in 
May. 
Mark Grodkowski said he had plans to 
make changes to the look of the sandwich 
and pastry shop, which is located on Main 
Street in the same parking lot as Chick-fil-A 
and Wendy’s. He wanted to give the store 
a new sign to update the look. Then he ap-
proached his tenant, Woodbury Corpora-
tion, with the idea and received the news. 
“They said, ‘We actually decided we are not 
going to renew the lease with you.’ I asked 
why and they said, ‘Well, we just don’t want 
to,’” Grodkowski said. “After 15 years, they 
decided to give me the boot.”
Grodkowski finished pastry school in Po-
land before immigrating to the United 
States. He and his wife moved to Logan and 
opened Sweetly Divine in 2006. 
Grodkowski alleged an agent from Wood-
bury brought in an owner of a chain restau-
rant to look at the location a month ago, 
and said that same restaurant will replace 
Sweetly Divine.
While he assumed the rent for the location 
is going up because of the new WinCo being 
built next door, Grodkowski said there was 
no discussion about paying more to stay. 
“They didn’t even give me the option or 
ask if I’d pay more,” he said. “If this was an 
honorable company who cared for the ten-
ants, they’d ask me first. No. There was no 
such thing. It was just, ‘Get out.’”
Grodkowski said Woodbury will help 
Sweetly Divine move out, but that’s it. 
In an email sent to the Statesman, Wood-
bury Corporation public relations said, 
“There are two sides to this story, but we 
don’t find it productive to discuss disputes 
with tenants publicly.” 
“We’ve had some disputes with Woodbury 
over the years so they probably are tired of 
dealing with me,” Grodkowski said. 
He said Sweetly Divine’s customers react-
ed with anger and sadness.
“A lot of people are angry at Woodbury, 
which I’m not really surprised. I’m upset at 
them too,” he said. “People really came to 
know me and loved this difference we of-
fer.”
After Grodkowski posted the news of the 
shop’s closure on Facebook, the post re-
ceived hundreds of comments from custom-
ers. 
One user, Jennie Orme, thanked Grodkow-
ski for bringing a taste of Europe to Cache 
Valley, and mentioned how the shop had a 
By Karcin Harris
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
personal impact on her life. 
“Your swan eclairs helped me with my mom 
with dementia,” the user wrote. “When she 
was having her darkest days, I could take 
her a swan and she would smile. It was the 
only thing that made her happy. I can’t bare 
the thought of telling her you will be gone.”
Another user, Betty Boomgaarden, said 
they were disappointed, saying, “Shame 
on the Woodbury Corp for driving another 
small, but absolutely wonderful establish-
ment, out of business.”
One comment from Joy Brisighella plead-
ed for a relocation and reopening and said 
“this would be a major loss to the commu-
nity.”
Grodkowski said the community made im-
portant memories at the shop in its 15 years 
of business. 
“This one lady said she had been coming 
here since she was 8, and she’s 20 now,” 
he said. “So many people came on dates 
here and are now married. It’s part of the 
history for them. People were using us for 
Valentine’s Day and Thanksgiving pies. All 
those things are going to be gone because 
of money.” 
Customers have asked Grodkowski in the 
store and on Facebook if Sweetly Divine will 
relocate, but he can’t afford to right now, 
saying, “I don’t have that kind of money ly-
ing around.”
The only chance for relocating and reopen-
ing lies with Grodkowski’s wholesale busi-
ness. He sells jalapeno jellies and freezer 
jams through Amazon, Lee’s Marketplace, 
Cox Honey and other distribution compa-
nies in Salt Lake City, Park City and Idaho. 
If the wholesale business does well 
enough, Grodkowski said he will open a 
new retail shop. 


























Weekly COVID update: Vaccines now 
fully available for anyone 16 and older
GRAPHIC BY  Regan Johnson
During a weekly press conference, Utah Gov. Spencer Cox and Utah’s first lady, Abby Cox, re-ceived the Pfizer vaccine on camera.
Lt. Gov. Deidre Henderson and Dr. Angela Dunn also at-
tended the briefing to talk about vaccine updates and the 
overall decrease in COVID-19 cases.
At the beginning of the meeting, Cox mentioned that he 
and the first lady had had multiple opportunities to get 
the vaccine but had declined every opportunity before-
hand.
“We wanted to do it the right way and make sure we 
weren’t getting ahead of, walking in the line, of anyone 
else,” he said.
He added that, in Utah, the decision was made to focus 
on the most vulnerable first.
As a result, Cox said, Utah has been as successful, or 
more successful, than any other state in vaccinating those 
who need it most. The vulnerable population includes 
those over the age of 65 and those with underlying co-
morbidities, or multiple underlying conditions.
The governor said it was a special day when they were 
finally able to open it up to everyone in Utah.
“We are excited, we are overjoyed, we are relieved. More 
than anything else we are humble and grateful as we re-
flect back on this past year and the miracle that is this 
vaccine.”
He added that anyone who had a chance to study the 
science behind the vaccine knew how hard it was to make 
this work.
“Everything had to line up just perfectly and so many 
people worked around the clock to get these in record 
time, ensuring they are safe,” he said. “Now we see the 
practical results as our case numbers continue to come 
down. “
Cox said, although he was receiving the Pfizer vaccine, 
he had wanted to get the Johnson and Johnson vaccine. 
He knew there was some hesitancy and wanted everyone 
to know it was safe to get it. However, he believes hesitan-
cy hasn’t been a huge problem in Utah.
“The best vaccine for you is the one that is available,” he 
said. ““Whatever they give at that location, we will take 
whatever it is.”
Cox also said the Biden administration has let his team 
know there are more vaccines coming, particularly from 
Johnson and Johnson. He said he was told to expect 
“thousands and thousands” over the next week and mov-
ing forward.
He also cautioned people, saying “A surge right now is 
completely avoidable.”
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, had 
asked the governor to remind everyone about the death 
toll in Utah, as funeral assistance is now available for fam-
ily members who lost loved ones to COVID. While many 
of the details are still being worked out, FEMA is expected 
By Taylor Cripe
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER
to launch the program next month.
Henderson addressed the vaccine rate in Utah.
“As of this morning, we have administered 1,232,991 dos-
es of the vaccine. That’s first and second shots,” she said. 
“That’s an increase of 152,952 doses over last week.”
As for the most vulnerable population, Henderson said 
80% of those 65 and older have received at least one dose, 
with 57% fully vaccinated.
“This is the clearest path back to normalcy,” she said.
She also said Cox has authorized up to two hours of ad-
ministrative leave for state employees to get vaccinated this 
week.
Dunn talked about the steady decrease in case counts. 
According to Dunn, the seven-day rolling average of new 
cases is now 419, which is down from 489 last week. Per-
cent positivity is also decreasing, with person over person 
now at 7.6 positivity; it was 8.4 last week. ICU utilization is 
continuing to decrease.
Dunn said the Utah County vaccination site the briefing 
was held at is “so well-organized, well-run and efficient. “
“Everyone is filled with hope and joy,” she said.
Dunn added a special thanks to public health profession-
als who have dedicated their time to make sure as many get 
vaccinated as possible. “You are the reason we are pushing 
forward to the end of this business.”
Cox was asked about lifting restrictions and said, given 
the trajectory, they anticipate most health restrictions gone 
before July 1.
The press briefing ended with the governor and first lady 
receiving their vaccine shots and cards.
Cache County has multiple locations available for vacci-
nation, including:







*All locations require appointment.
—taylor.cripe1@aggiemail.usu.edu
@cripe_taylor





Though the applause is scattered, people visibly re-lax as local musician Logan Pollard’s voice floats through The Hub on a blustery Tuesday morning. 
Only accompanied by his guitar, Pollard’s tasteful selec-
tion of acoustic coffee-house favorites seems to be the 
perfect antidote to the collective grumpiness brought on 
by the recent gloomy change in weather. And Pollard is 
only one in a long line of local student artists that have 
recently been sharing their talents via the new Aggie Ra-
dio Mini Concert Series.
Every Tuesday from noon to 1 p.m., from March 2 until 
the end of the semester, live music will be available to 
enjoy in a socially-distanced capacity either in The Hub 
in the Taggart Student Center or — weather permitting 
— on the TSC patio. Viewers are welcome to come and 
enjoy for as long as they can (and the lucky few who can 
stick around might even be able to talk to the talent face 
to face!). 
The president of the International Association for Music 
& Medicine and professor of music therapy at Berklee 
College of Music, Suzanne Hanser, said in a report with 
the Global Council on Brain Health, “There are so many 
mechanisms that explain the powerful impact that lis-
tening to a piece of music can have.” The report outlines 
new research that indicates music can have a significant 
positive effect on “emotional well-being, including im-
proving mood, decreasing anxiety, and managing stress.” 
Furthermore, the GCBH study also includes the results 
from a 2020 survey of over 3,000 American adults, 
which reports “listening to music — whether in the back-
ground, by focused listening to recordings or at musical 
performances — had a small positive impact on mental 
well-being, depression and anxiety.”
In addition, the National Alliance on Mental Illness said, 
“Music can be utilized to regulate mood. Because of its 
rhythmic and repetitive aspects, music engages the neo-
cortex of our brain, which calms us and reduces impul-
sivity.” Furthermore, music can be utilized to alter our 
moods and “slowly shift to a more positive or calm state.”
Aggie Radio is providing Utah State students with an 
opportunity to decompress and increase their productiv-
ity via exposure to live music. In addition to supporting 
local artists, USU’s Student Media is fostering a new, ex-
citing and engaging community culture.
There is not a set or published schedule of performers 
because Aggie Radio is still on the lookout for more local 
artists. So far, Aggie Radio has found willing performers 
mostly by word of mouth, but they are in the market for 
more participants — preferably local and members of the 
university community. If you or somebody you know are 
interested in throwing your hat in the ring to perform in 
the series, send a short clip of yourself to kbluevents@
aggie.usu.edu or you can message @m1randa5 on Ins-
tagram. 
Sage Souza is a junior studying 
political science and Spanish. In her 
free time, she enjoys long walks on 
the beach, making too many playlists 





Aggie Radio’s got you.
By Sage Souza
LIFESTYLES REPORTER























Freshmen Maren Archibald and Grayson Crowther stepped onto the A in front of Old Main on Friday night for their first True Aggie Night, but instead 
of kissing under the full moon, they exchanged a pair of 
Hershey’s Kisses. 
They stepped down from the A, grabbed a bag of chap-
stick, stickers and True Aggie cards and rejoined their 
group of friends.
“I wish it was a real True Aggie Night, but I appreciate 
that the school is trying their best,” Archibald said.
Crowther said he was “upset it was only chocolate.”
In a normal year, students line up to kiss each other on 
the A pedestal to become True Aggies in Utah State Uni-
versity’s longest tradition. Usually put on monthly by the 
Student Alumni Association, Friday’s event was the first 
True Aggie Night to happen in the 2020-2021 school year. 
It was also the first True Aggie Night ever where students 
exchanged chocolates instead of kisses. 
True Aggie Night director Annie Ritchie said that her 
goal was to keep the event as similar to a normal True 
Aggie Night as possible without spreading germs. 
“You still get the idea of coming up on the podium, ex-
changing kisses and then getting your True Aggie Night 
cards and chapstick and stuff like that,” Ritchie said. 
“We’re trying to make sure that people aren’t spreading 
the virus, but we still want it to look the same because it’s 
the longest tradition at Utah State.”
Ritchie described this year as “frustrating” because she 
kept having her ideas for a COVID-friendly True Aggie 
Night shut down by a risk management team. She said 
that transforming the traditional True Aggie Night into a 
pandemic-safe event has pushed her out of her comfort 
zone.
“It’s done the same way pretty much every single year, 
and so I’ve had to kind of push outside that box and think 
of new ways to do it which has kind of been really fun 
because it’s not just, like, all planned out for me now,” 
Ritchie said. “It’s like my own True Aggie Night event.”
Ritchie said the Student Alumni Association is aiming to 
put on at least one more True Aggie Night before the end 
of the semester. 
Blake Barber, the student giving executive for the SAA, 
expressed concerns at the beginning of the event that stu-
dents might break COVID policies. Throughout the night, 
SAA volunteers reminded students to put their masks on 
and socially distance, and though a couple of students 
pulled down their masks to sneak a kiss on the A, the ma-
jority of students complied with the rules. 
“I definitely think that as far as SAA goes, we’ve done as 
much as we can,” Barber said. “A lot of the students have 
their own choice and free will with what university poli-
cies they want to follow, but I think overall most students 
have been very respectful of all the rules that we’ve put in 




The more tattoos I have the more sexy 
and powerful I become
@MichaelaOkla
just filled the brita. women can do 
anything
Students exchange Hershey’s Kisses 
t COVID-friendly True Aggie Night
By Darcy Ritchie
LIFESTYLES REPORTER
PHOTOS BY Lizzy Driggs
Students celebrated True Aggie Night creatively via chocolate kisses instead of real ones. Although not the same, many participants made the best of the USU tradition.
Disney’s ‘Raya and the Last Dragon’





It’s no secret Disney has started building their story-telling around powerful female leads, but “Raya” fea-tures the most female-based cast yet. In the beginning 
of the movie, the only male lead is Raya’s dad. Women 
are the focus of “Raya,” and I am not mad about it. If you 
contrast Raya to some of the classic Disney princesses, 
you will find that she represents a more accurate version 
of woman, thereby empowering girls to be themselves. 
Raya’s character is a vulnerable fighter, who struggles to 
practice everything her father teaches. In a world torn by 
division and anger, Raya’s father teaches Raya that heal-
ing division requires surrender and kindness. He tells her 
the leaders of the world need to drop their weapons and 
unite regardless of differences. The struggle to trust after 
betrayal plays a big part in Raya’s world and her story. 
One of the best parts about “Raya and the Last Dragon” 
was the animation. Disney has never done an animated 
movie in a Southeast Asia-inspired setting, which gave 
Disney artists the chance to be really creative. The art and 
attention to detail in this movie was insane. The colors 
were vibrant, and the characters were each so unique and 
diverse in contrast to anything Disney has done before. 
Unfortunately, the thematic move to use Raya as an un-
trusting person was not one that I found to be successful. 
There was a great opportunity to create emotional depth 
that would move audiences to be more sympathetic for 
Raya, but I think Disney missed the mark. To be fair, it’s 
hard to create a strong character who is also vulnerable 
and emotional because of the way we’ve been taught to 
view emotion. But in this case, I think Disney just got too 
cliche on Raya’s character. She gets betrayed and isolates 
herself and obsesses over fixing her one mistake … it’s a 
very familiar narrative. Too familiar. 
The best movies you watch are the best because they 
touch you with brief moments of humanity on screen — 
those moments are only in Disney movies half of the time. 
Sometimes, for the sake of their target audience, Disney 
sacrifices realism for cheap humor which can distract 
from gut-punch moments more mature audiences crave. 
Raya just happens to be one of those Disney movies that 
just missed the emotional, gut-punch mark. 
“Raya and the Last Dragon” was semi-disappointing for 
me. The movie had the potential for so much emotional 
power and has so much relevance. As far as emotional 
depth and thematic resonance, Disney was unsuccessful. 
However, the animation was vibrant and captivating and 
the casting could not have been better. Awkwafina and 
Kelly Marie Tran were excellent in their roles as Sisu and 
Raya. 
Overall, I would rate “Raya and the Last Dragon” as a 6 
out of 10. While Raya is empowering, adventure packed 
and exquisitely animated, it’s also lacking in pivotal mo-
ments and a powerhouse theme.
—emily.white@usu.edu
Something to Hold On to 
— Camino
Baggage — Highline Drifters
Brown Eyed Lover 
— Allen Stone
Xanny — Billie Eilish
1985 — Hotel Apache
Purple Teeth — LANY
@sierrabenso
i feel like im fourteen again. all my 
friends are online im isolated and i am on 
pinterest for far too long
@rachelwilbury @onlineryn
rip f scott fitzgerald you would’ve 
loved lorde’s song green light
sorry for being distant, i haven’t 
been to the thrift store lately so 
i’m feeling off
Creative and beautiful:
Disney’s ‘Raya and the Last Dragon’
By Emily White
LIFESTYLES SENIOR REPORTER
























Everything fell apart for the Utah State men’s basket-ball team in the second half of its first round tourna-ment game on March 19. 
But despite the quick exit, they had the opportunity to 
experience March Madness under the most peculiar of cir-
cumstances and come together with everyone experiencing 
a unique dose of basketball mania. 
The entire men’s 2021 NCAA basketball tournament has 
been, and will continue to be, played in the basketball mec-
ca of Indianapolis, IN, and its surrounding areas in reduced 
capacity arenas, all in an effort to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. 
This provided the Aggie team with an authentic experi-
ence of staying in a “bubble” in downtown Indianapolis, 
and a chance to play on one of the biggest stages of basket-
ball — and for its small contingent of supporters to watch 
— at one of its most historic venues. Assembly Hall at Indi-
ana University in Bloomington. 
“Out of all the teams that are in the NCAA only a couple 
get to play here so it’s just a great experience for us,” said 
junior center Neemias Queta. “We just wanted to try and 
learn from everything around us. I feel like we did a pretty 
good job of it but we didn’t get the outcome we wanted.”
Assembly Hall allowed just 500 fans into the arena for 
the game that afternoon, and the Aggies 250 allotment of 
tickets went to USU administrators, including president No-
elle Cockett and athletic director John Hartwell, and family 
members of the student-athletes and coaches. 
Families weren’t permitted into the Thomas and Mack 
center the week prior in Las Vegas for the Mountain West 
tournament, so Shauna Bean, the mother of junior forward 
Justin Bean, wasn’t taking anything for granted. 
“It’s amazing. It was so disappointing to miss Vegas so it’s 
great to be here,” she said. “I’m just grateful that they found 
a way to do it because you know we’ve seen Justin on a 
personal note but I know that all the guys have worked so 
hard to get here and so we’re just really grateful they found 
a way to make it happen.”
Assembly hall, the steep double-decker sidelined arena, is 
home to several historic moments — including legendary 
former head coach Bobby Knight tossing a chair across the 
court, Christian Watford’s buzzer beater to beat Kentucky, 
and the setting for much of the Hoosiers 32-0 season and 
national championships in 1976. 
It’s a special place, according to Andre Thomas, the cousin 
of USU assistant coach David Ragland. 
“Growing up as a kid we always wanted to play here, and 
so to watch him coach on this floor it’s just exciting,” said 
the Evansville, IN native. “In any other state it’s just bas-
ketball, but in Indiana, it’s basketball, you know what I’m 
saying?”
Nebraska native and 25-year Montana resident Rollie Wor-
ster Sr., the grandfather of freshman guard Rollie Worster, 
was also impressed by the scenery. 
“They call it the house that Bobby Knight built and so I’ve 
watched this game on tv for my whole life when Indiana’s 
on tv, so it’s kind of surreal to be here in person,” he said. “I 
wish we had a bunch of fans here but it’s just the way it is.” 
Although tickets were not available to the public, it was a 
step toward normalcy for those in attendance. Concessions 
were available for sale, and the neutral court crowd seemed 
to provide a different, almost greater, sense of drama.
For the Aggies, the local media was represented quite well. 
Mitch Harper and Sean Walker of KSL, Shawn Harrison of 
the Herald-Journal and Jeff Hunter of the Deseret News 
joined me in the arena — filling out all five of the USU 
media openings. There appeared to be just two reporters 
covering the six seeded Red Raiders, who, in their previous 
NCAA Tournament appearance, made it all the way to the 
title game.
By all accounts, the players were prepared to play. Bean 
was “less nervous” than the Aggies first-round game against 
Washington two years ago according to his father, Gordon 
Bean. Worster Sr. said his grandson was on cloud nine for 
his first shot at the big dance. But the anticipation to actual-
ly step out on the court presumably couldn’t have been any 
higher, the team spent the whole week in an Indianapolis 
hotel room, waiting to play. 
After USU lost to San Diego State in the Mountain West 
final, they stayed at South Point in Las Vegas, expecting 
to hear their names called for an at-large tournament bid 
on selection Sunday. Players did laundry, trying to pass the 
time, and waited in angst. 
When they got the news that they had been selected, they 
hopped on a plane and went straight to Indianapolis, where 
they entered the one-of-a-kind NCAA tournament bubble. 
 A roughly three-block conglomeration of hotels and a con-
vention center in downtown Indianapolis became home to 
all 68 teams that Monday. After quarantining in their rooms 
at the JW Marriott for the first 24 hours, the Aggies were 
able to roam around a bit. They had a team dining area, a 
place to work out and had the chance to go across the street 
to Victory field — home of the Cleveland Indians Triple-A 
affiliate — to get some air. 
“We tried to enjoy it,” Queta said. 
Although everyone was socially distanced and wearing 
masks, having over a dozen teams in their own hotel made 
the bubble an opportunity for the Aggies to meet other play-
ers. 
“One of the cool things about everybody being here is 
Justin (Bean) and the rest of the team have been able to 
see so many other players and coaches,” said Gordon Bean. 
An NCAA Tournament experience unlike any other
By Jacob Nielson
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Jacob Nielson





and the setting for much of the Hoosiers 32-0 season and 
national championships in 1976. 
It’s a special place, according to Andre Thomas, the cousin 
of USU assistant coach David Ragland. 
“Growing up as a kid we always wanted to play here, and 
so to watch him coach on this floor it’s just exciting,” said 
the Evansville, IN native. “In any other state it’s just bas-
ketball, but in Indiana, it’s basketball, you know what I’m 
saying?”
Nebraska native and 25-year Montana resident Rollie Wor-
ster Sr., the grandfather of freshman guard Rollie Worster, 
was also impressed by the scenery. 
“They call it the house that Bobby Knight built and so I’ve 
watched this game on tv for my whole life when Indiana’s 
on tv, so it’s kind of surreal to be here in person,” he said. “I 
wish we had a bunch of fans here but it’s just the way it is.” 
Although tickets were not available to the public, it was a 
step toward normalcy for those in attendance. Concessions 
were available for sale, and the neutral court crowd seemed 
to provide a different, almost greater, sense of drama.
For the Aggies, the local media was represented quite well. 
Mitch Harper and Sean Walker of KSL, Shawn Harrison of 
the Herald-Journal and Jeff Hunter of the Deseret News 
joined me in the arena — filling out all five of the USU 
media openings. There appeared to be just two reporters 
covering the six seeded Red Raiders, who, in their previous 
NCAA Tournament appearance, made it all the way to the 
title game.
By all accounts, the players were prepared to play. Bean 
was “less nervous” than the Aggies first-round game against 
Washington two years ago according to his father, Gordon 
Bean. Worster Sr. said his grandson was on cloud nine for 
his first shot at the big dance. But the anticipation to actual-
ly step out on the court presumably couldn’t have been any 
higher, the team spent the whole week in an Indianapolis 
hotel room, waiting to play. 
After USU lost to San Diego State in the Mountain West 
final, they stayed at South Point in Las Vegas, expecting 
to hear their names called for an at-large tournament bid 
on selection Sunday. Players did laundry, trying to pass the 
time, and waited in angst. 
When they got the news that they had been selected, they 
hopped on a plane and went straight to Indianapolis, where 
they entered the one-of-a-kind NCAA tournament bubble. 
 A roughly three-block conglomeration of hotels and a con-
vention center in downtown Indianapolis became home to 
all 68 teams that Monday. After quarantining in their rooms 
at the JW Marriott for the first 24 hours, the Aggies were 
able to roam around a bit. They had a team dining area, a 
place to work out and had the chance to go across the street 
to Victory field — home of the Cleveland Indians Triple-A 
affiliate — to get some air. 
“We tried to enjoy it,” Queta said. 
Although everyone was socially distanced and wearing 
masks, having over a dozen teams in their own hotel made 
the bubble an opportunity for the Aggies to meet other play-
ers. 
“One of the cool things about everybody being here is 
Justin (Bean) and the rest of the team have been able to 
see so many other players and coaches,” said Gordon Bean. 
“They’ve been running into a lot 
of players and coaches and kind 
of having that whereas in the past 
you’re kind of on your own and 
then you get to the arena and you 
do your thing. So it’s been a unique 
experience but they’ll never forget 
that’s for sure.”
One interaction of note was Queta 
getting to meet fellow Portuguese 
native Hugo Ferreira of Cleveland 
State. 
Outside the confines of the play-
er bubble, there was a contingen-
cy of fans bustling around the city, 
walking to games, taking photos 
in front of the giant bracket, and 
checking out the Circle Centre Mall. 
Lucas Oil Stadium and Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse are both located down-
town, and held 22 percent capaci-
ty (6,900) and 19 percent capacity 
(3,800) respectively. This meant 
tickets to the downtown were avail-
able to the general public, and peo-
ple took advantage, creating a fun 
scene around the city on Friday and 
Saturday. 
Considering that there were 68 
teams all gathered in the same spot, 
it was a rather small group of fans 
that followed. But being in one city 
full of people that all carried the 
same interest — basketball — made 
for a memorable and intimate set-
ting. 
I spoke with a group of cheerleaders from Grand Can-
yon University on mid-day Saturday that were thrilled to 
be a part of the first NCAA tournament appearance in the 
school’s history. Just flying in from Phoenix that same morn-
ing, the group was hopeful of their school’s chances, despite 
having to face No. 2 seeded Iowa and likely player of the 
year Luka Garza. 
“We have to win,” one girl said. “If we don’t, we fly back to 
Arizona tonight.” 
Just outside the gates of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
Saturday morning, my buddy and I met an older man that 
was a fan of No. 2 seeded Houston. He said back in “H-Town” 
his nickname was “Donald the Crazy Coog” and he’d been 
present for every big sports moment in the school’s histo-
ry, from three straight final four appearances from 1982 to 
1984 with Clyde Drexler and Hakeem Olajuwon’s Phi Slama 
Jama squad, to the seeing the Houston football team beat 
Florida State in the 2015 Peach Bowl. 
Despite it all, aside from being a proudly married man of 
40 years, he had one ultimate dream — for Houston to win 
the national championship.
“We’ve never won it all. Maybe this is the year,” he said.
Beyond those two interactions, I rubbed shoulders with 
fans from Gonzaga, Missouri, Creighton, UCSB, Iowa, 
Grand Canyon, BYU, UCLA, Purdue, Texas Tech, Virginia 
Tech, Illinois, Loyola Chicago, Houston and Cleveland State. 
Despite the differences from each person I spoke with, all 
these basketball lovers wanted the same thing: For their 
team to win. 
Obviously, not every fan got their wish. Craig Smith said 
it best in the post-game press conference after his team’s 
defeat: “There’s only one team that’s not disappointed at the 
end of the year, and that’s the national champion.”
But for everyone there, the Aggie players and family, and 
the fans I spoke with, this sense of anticipation, a hope that 
some madness could occur, made the “flyover state” of Indi-
ana a magical place to be. 
For the Aggies, this magic ended pretty rapidly. Following 
the game, they received a police escort back to their hotel, 
hopped on a plane and landed in Utah before midnight. 
But it won’t take away from what they experienced. 
Just one year after everything fell apart, the student-ath-
letes and everyone involved with the 2021 NCAA tourna-



























The road to nationals continues for Utah State gym-nastics. After falling just short to No. 5 Utah Friday in a dual-meet to close out the season, the 3-12 Ag-
gies entered Monday ranked No. 22 in the nation and were 
selected to the Salt Lake City Regional, a part of the NCAA 
Regionals. 
The Aggies came into Friday’s meet on a roll, finishing 
their regular season scoring 49 or higher on every event 
over each of their last three meets. Ultimately, the Aggies 
came in third at the Mountain Rim Gymnastics Conference 
Championship meet which was hosted by the campus of 
Utah State University in Logan, UT. The event was held in 
the Spectrum and included four nationally ranked teams: 
No. 21 Utah State Aggies, as well as MRGC members, No. 
19 Boise State Broncos, No. 12 BYU Cougars and No. 20 
Southern Utah Thunderbirds. 
With four of the nation’s premiere gymnastics teams com-
peting for the championship, this meet promised to be a 
tough battle. Rising to the occasion, the Aggies posted their 
best-ever score for a conference championship, scoring 
196.250. Throughout the night, the Aggies continued their 
season-long dominance on the vault and particularly the 
beam, scoring 49 or higher for the fifth meet in a row on 
the vault and setting a school record scoring 49 or higher 
for the ninth meet in a row on the beam. 
The Aggies got off to a great start to take an early lead. At 
the end of the first rotation, thanks to an outstanding floor 
performance, the Aggies led the meet with 49.2 points. This 
score was fueled by a fourth place 9.875 from Autumn De-
Harde, as well as 9.85 coming from Ariel Toomey, which 
tied her personal best.
Led by Leighton Varnadore with 9.825, her twin sister Lo-
gan Varnadore, as well as Mikaela Meyer, Grace Rojas and 
Rebecca Wells with 9.8 each, the momentum carried into 
the vault where the Aggies, yet again, broke 49 points. The 
49.05 point performance on the vault wasn’t quite enough 
to maintain the lead for the Aggies as they fell to second 
place. Utah State’s dominance on the vault did not go un-
recognized as after the meet, USU’s Mikaela Meyer was 
named the MRGC Vault Specialist of the Year. 
Despite Grace Rojas matching her career high and com-
ing in fifth place with a score of 9.85, Utah State’s lowest 
scoring event was the bars. With a team score of 48.9, the 
Aggies slid to third place at the end of the third rotation. 
Although they narrowly missed, the 48.9 score marked the 
first time in four meets that the Aggies posted a score under 
49 in any event. 
Looking to recover from an uncharacteristically low score 
in the third rotation, the Aggies went into the fourth event 
doing everything they could to regain the lead. Utah State 
had another great performance on the beam. DeHarde came 
in second in the event scoring a team-high of 9.725. She 
was followed by Taylor Dittmar, Leighton Varnadore and 
Wells, each with 9.85 apiece. Although the 49.1 team score 
wasn’t quite enough to take the lead, it was enough to secure 
the spot for highest scoring team on beam for the Aggies. 
Senior Leighton Varnadore, the sole all-arounder of the 
entire championship, achieved a score of 39.075. She start-
ed with a 9.75 on the floor, scored 9.825 on the vault, then 
a 9.65 on the bars and ended with her high of the night 
9.85 on the beam.
For the Aggies, the highest score was a two-way tie at 
9.875 with both performances belonging to the senior De-
Harde. She did so in two of the three events she competed 
in, beam and floor. After the meet, she was awarded with 
the MRGC Beam Specialist of the Year. DeHarde also com-
pleted the season ranked No. 1 in the conference and tied 
for No. 21 nationally on the beam. 
The Championship meet ended with SUU coming in fourth 
with a team score 196.225. The Utah State Aggies coming 
in third 196.250 Boise State coming in second 196.726 and 
BYU coming in first with a score of 196.925.
MRGC third place finish advances 
USU gymnastics to NCAA regionals
By Parker Ballantyne
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
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Keaton is a mechanical engi-
neering student with an aero-
space emphasis at USU. He 
shared a little with us while 
working on his lab.
Keaton: “We’ve got to raise 
a cylinder up to move a pa-
perweight to then get pushed 
onto an assembly line. We’ve 
got to recommend our cold 
and our hot bath tempera-
tures to be able to generate 
enough pressure to be able 
to lift the piston quicker. This 
class is a good review of all 
of the thermal and fluid and 
heat transfer stuff.” 
Q: How heavy is the cylin-
der? 
A: So right now, the cylin-
der itself has 35 grams of 
mass. But we want to be able 
to move a 100-gram mass up 
a certain amount.
Q: How long are these 
tests?
A: A minute or two. I real-
ized I did it wrong the first 
time, but it’s okay. I still got 
usable data to help prompt 
me in a better direction. I 
want to see the pressure lev-
el out before I start the next 
one.
Keaton Shannon
PHOTO BY Joseph Myers
By Joseph Myers
PHOTOGRAPHER
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O P I N I O N
“WandaVision” will
change the MCU forever
On Jan. 15, we were introduced to a new era of Marvel con-tent with the release of “WandaVision,” the sitcom-y se-ries about Wanda Maximoff and Vision after the events of 
“Avengers: Endgame.” Wanda, portrayed by Elizabeth Olsen, and 
Vision, played by Paul Bettany, live their black and white, televised 
life within a simpler and happier version of their future.
Wanda, now donning her iconic Scarlet Witch title, design and 
name, works to make the MCU a darker place, setting the bar high 
for future MCU shows, while setting up the events and develop-
ment of future films, team-ups and characters. Creepier, more fan-
tastical and magic-based heroes and storylines will surely begin to 
appear in future projects.
In one scene, we see Agatha Harkness sucking the life force out of 
other witches until they’re shriveled mummies. That’s pretty creepy 
for a Marvel show. In another scene, innocent people are begging to 
die after experiencing excessive psychological torture. Then we see 
government agents try to shoot children. Things will only become 
more intense as the entire franchise matures and grows.
As Wanda has become more powerful, she could even become a 
villain or true anti-hero. As a whole, the series is filled with Mar-
vel’s well-formulated action-comedy routine, dark undertones, and 
themes of grief, family, and sacrifice that work to humanize Wanda, 
even with her menacing powers.
Paul Bettany and Elizabeth Olsen in “Don’t Touch That Dial” (2021) (IMDB)
Editor’s note: Spoilers ahead!





In an article for NPR, Linda Holmes writes, “It’s unlikely that this 
show, with this focus, could ever have been successful without Eliz-
abeth Olsen’s indelible central performance.” Jen Chaney, for The 
Vulture, wrote about how various pieces of the series fit together 
perfectly, writing, “That clever premise puts “WandaVision” in sev-
eral categories at once: a comedy and a mystery, a superhero story 
and a period-piece spoof.”
Fans and critics adored the series, giving it an 8.2 on IMDB and 
91% on Rotten Tomatoes. But what effect will the series have with-
in the MCU?
We know that Wanda will join the cast of the upcoming film “Dr. 
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness,” so the effects of the series 
will likely play into the magical aspect of the film.
According to a video review by IGN, it states, Dr. Strange’s second 
film will feature horrific elements, inspired only by the frightful 
themes from “WandaVision.” It can only be inferred that the series 
will inspire the dark nature of this upcoming film, as well as others.
Wanda’s children Billy and Tommy, or Wiccan and Speed, are 
some of the key members of the Young Avengers team, and may 
possibly set up the new group of heroes, carrying the mantle of the 
original Avengers.
Wiccan/Billy is a gay character in the comics, so his future appear-
ances are especially important for the setup of LGBTQ characters 
in the MCU. This is a big push for representation on Marvel’s part, 
but we may not see anything until Billy is a teenager and eventually 
paired up with his comic-book partner, Hulkling.
With the show’s success, a lot of pressure is on the future Dis-
ney+ original Marvel shows, such as the upcoming “Falcon and the 
Winter Soldier” and “Loki,” as well as “Hawkeye,” “What If…?,” 
and “Ms. Marvel.” These shows feature legacy characters and al-
ternative stories and adventures that will all have been affected by 
“Endgame.” Most of the newer series have large shoes to fill and 
higher expectations to meet as they follow up “WandaVision.” The 
show may have been a journey more focused on personal growth 
for Wanda, but the power she accumulated will not go unnoticed by 
the world and its heroes. 
Wanda could make appearances in future MCU movies and shows 
before her major role in the new Dr. Strange film, as well as White 
Vision. Her children and White Vision are presumed to return to the 
screen, but only time will tell.
Future projects will hopefully learn from the success of WandaVi-
sion and try to copy the mature elements and brilliant writing that 
use human emotion to drive the plot. The series is well worth the 
watch, and one of the best pieces of Marvel content to date, teach-
ing us lessons about the characters we love, and the development 
of free will and emotions within ourselves.
Megan Cowdell is a freshman opinion columnist studying for a bach-
elor’s in Communications. She loves music, reading and wants to 
write books for a living.
megan.cowdell@usu.edu
Elizabeth Olsen in “Previously On” (2021) (IMDB)























Many people are breathing a sigh of relief this month as winter starts showing signs of lifting and we draw ever closer to warmer 
weather.
In a 2005 Gallup poll, 36% of American respon-
dents listed spring as their favorite season, with the 
runner-up, fall, at 27%. Warmer temperatures, longer 
days, and blooming flowers were all cited as things to 
look forward to in another survey.
There’s a lot to love about the season, especially at 
USU. Even as we mourn the loss of spring break, the 
end of the semester is almost within sight.
This spring, too, brings wider availability for the 
COVID-19 vaccine, promising the last months of the 
pandemic. And in the meantime, the winter gloom is 
lifting, offering a much-needed reprieve from indoor 
social distancing.
Many students are already eager to embrace the 
warmer weather. It’s becoming more and more com-
mon to see classmates tuning into Zoom class from 
outside.
They’re on the right track — research shows that be-
ing outdoors in green spaces has remarkable effects on 
physical and emotional well-being.
A UK study found that those who spent just two hours 
a week in green spaces were “substantially more likely 
to report good health and psychological well-being.” 
In addition, the American Psychological Association 
reported that nature can hold off loneliness and iso-
lation, promote more cooperation, and improve mem-
ory, cognitive flexibility, and attention span. Even im-
ages of nature can be beneficial, though the real thing 
is far more effective. Many people don’t have access 
to natural spaces, but USU is located perfectly to give 
students plenty of options for getting outside.
Both campus and the city of Logan offer lawns and 
parks within fairly easy range, and you only have to go 
a little further to start exploring the nature of Logan 
Canyon.
First Dam draws bikers, hikers, and fishers, along with 
picnics and kayaking in warmer months. Just a little 
beyond that is Second Dam, with beautiful views of 
the mountains and pond and hikes through the woods.
If you’re able to navigate a brief, steep incline and 
cross a river, the Hobbit Caves are only about a twen-
ty-minute drive from town. These are just a few of the 
easily-accessible local places to get out into nature.
In modern society, particularly in the past year, peo-
ple spend a lot of time indoors. It’s easy to grow used 
to the comforts of apartments and campus buildings, 
but it’s also important to take time to explore.
People are wired to be outdoors, to breathe fresh air 
and look for new and interesting places, and the bene-
fits of doing so can be immense.
Whether it’s a weekend outing with friends or a study 
break walking to a nearby park or greenspace, taking 
time for the natural world will let you get out of the 
same spaces you’ve been haunting since the start of 
the semester, experience something new and beautiful, 
and promote your well-being.
Katelyn Allred is an opinion writer in her junior year of 
college. She’s studying English with an emphasis in cre-
ative writing and enjoys reading, listening to podcasts, 
and baking.
katelyn.allred@usu.edu
GRAPHIC BY Keith Wilson
Why you should get outside
this spring






DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your 
donation helps education, 
prevention & support pro-
grams. FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION 1-855-507-
2691
DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
408-2196
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call Pa-
triotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators 
are standing by! Call 1-866-
983-3647
Financial
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 888-912-9289
Health & Nutrition
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!  Nearly 
invisible, fully rechargeable 
IN-EAR NANO hearing aids 
priced thousands less than 
competitors!  45-day trial! 
Call: 1-833-991-0313
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 877-691-4639
Miscellaneous
DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-866-360-6959
INVENTORS - FREE IN-
FORMATION PACKAGE 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers.  Call 1-877-649-
5574 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for 
a free consultation.
DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-833-599-6474
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST 
download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, Call 
1-844-294-9882
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $49.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-844-240-1769
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports 
& On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-844-435-
3985
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-855-916-3098
Become a published 
author! Publications sold 
at all major secular & 
specialty Christian book-
stores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE 
author submission kit. 
1-866-460-2052
Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-909-2398
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
Sudoku puzzles are provided by 
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
CARTOON BY Keith Wilson
Last week’s solution:
Why, Craig, why?
Call to get your FREE Information Kit
1-888-919-4729
or visit dental50plus.com/utah
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255
DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from 
cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.
• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum























ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
CALENDAR
Deadline for calendar submissions is Thursday at midnight.
M A R C H  2 9  -  A P R I L  3
3/29
C
3/30 3/31 4/1 4/2 4/3
Campus Update: What We 









Jazz Clinic with Melissa 
Aldana
4:30 p.m.















Coffee & Conversation: 
























American West Heritage Center








American West Heritage Center
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT

















The Antics Comedy Improv
7:30 p.m.
The Dansante Theater




American West Heritage Center
4025 S Hwy 89-91
Wellsville, UT




Action for Animals Charity 
Event: Valorant, Smash, 




Sign up links at http://
usustatesman.com/events/
Building Your Own 
Company Website
5 p.m.
Huntsman Hall
Room 222
Music Therapy Concert
7:30 p.m.
Russell/Wanlass 
Performance Hall
https://ccapresents.usu.edu
